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Tlie  other  morning  early— in  fact  before  breakfast  was  over  at  our 
house — my  little  friend  from  across  the  street  dropped  in. 

"What's  up?"  inquired  Uncle  Ebenezer.     "Where's  your  usual  sunny  smile?" 

"What's  that  you've  got  over  your  arm?"    Asked  Uncle  Silas.     "It  looks 
to  me  like  that  new  dress  you  just  made." 

"It  is,"  said  the  little  bride.     "It  is  the  new  dress.    And  it's  had  an 
accident. " 

"Nothing  serious,  I  hope." 

"I'Ja  afraid  it  i_s  serious.    That's  why  I  brought  it  over  to  show  Aunt 
Sammy.    I  thought  she  might  know  what  to  do  about  it.    You  see,  I  spilled  some 
salad  oil  on  the  skirt  the  very  first  time  I  wore  it.    Of  course,  I  thought 
that  oil  would  all  come  out  in  the  wash.    So  I  just  put  the  dress  in  the  tub. 
But  the  oil  didn't  come  out  after  all.    Instead,  when  I  ironed  it,  a  big  brown 
stain  appeared.    And  that  stain  won't  budge,  no  matter  how  I  wash  it*    I  guess 
now  there's  nothing  to  do  but  bleach  the  spot  out." 

"Well,  there's  one  lucky  thing  about  it,"  I  told  my  little  friend. 
"The  dress  is  white,  so  bleaching  won't  be  difficult." 

"I'M  telling  you  this  story  just  to  illustrate  a  remark  you've  often 
heard  before.    Take  stains  out  early  while  they're  young ,  if  you  want  them  to 
come  out  easily  and  if  you  want  to  save  your  clothes.    That's  one  of  my  pet 
sayings.    And  you'd  be  saying  it  often  too,  if  you  had  as  many  questions  as  I 
do  about  stubborn,  set  stains  that  just  won't  come  out.    The  only  safe  way  to 
do  with  your  clothes  is  to  inspect  them  all,  before  they  go  to  the  wash,  and 
remove,  then  and  there,  any  stains  you  find.    Though  many  common  stains  do  come 
out  in  the  wash,  there  are  lots  of  others  that  don ' t .    There  are  many  that  are 
set  by  the  soap  and  hot  water.    And,  once  they're  set,  you  know  what  a  job  it 
is  to  get  them  out. 
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Take  those  spots  of  salad  oil,  "by  way  of  illustration.    It  wouldn't 
have  "been  much  trouble  to  apply  a  little  carbon  tetrachloride  or  some  other 
grease  remover  at  once.    And  the  spots  would  have  come  out  in  no  time.     In  fact, 
small  spots  of  oil,  when  they're  fresh,  will  come  out  if  you  just  put  on  corn- 
starch or  talcum  powder  quickly.    The  powder  absorbs  the  oil  before  it  sinks  into 
the  fabric.    But  if  you  let  the  spots  go,  the  grease  will  penetrate.     It  often 
doesn't  show  when  the  material  is  wet,  out,  if  you  don't  manage  to  wash  out 
every  particle  of  it,  the  spot  will  appear  again  when  you  iron  the  garment. 

So  much  for  the  salad  oil.    But  there  are  lots  of  other  summer  stains 
to  trouble  us  housekeepers.    I've  given  up  hoping  that  the  happy  day  would  come 
when  my  family  would  all  be  so  careful  that  stains  wouldn't  occur.    Yes,  I've 
resigned  myself  to  the  fact  that  they  will  come,  willy-nilly,  and  the  only  thing 
I  can  do  about  it  is  to  be  ready  to  treat  them  promptly  and  properly. 

Thanks  to  the  specialists  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  I've  learned 
a  thing  or  two  about  dealing  vtith  summer  spots  and  stains  like  mildew  and  grass 
stains,  stains  from  ice  cream  and  sweet  drinks,  spots  made  by  automobile  grease, 
mud  spots  and  water  spots.    Oh,  well,  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  how  many  dif- 
ferent kinds  there  are  to  look  out  for.    And  there's  a  different  way  to  treat 
every  different  kind. 

The  meanest  summer  stain  I  know  is  mildew.    My,  what  times  I  used  to 
have  with  it  before  I  learned  the  whys  and  hows  of  dealing  with  it.    VJhere  does 
mildew  come  from  and  what  to  do  about  it? 

Mildew  comes  literally  out  of  the  air,  for  it  is  a  fungus  growth.  It 
grows  best  when  it  has  dampness,  darkness  and  warmth.    Prevention  is  the  best 
way  to  deal  with  mildew.    Be  sure  to  dry  thoroughly  all  garments  and  household 
linens  before  putting  them  into  the  hamper  or  laundry  basket  to  await  wash  day. 
And  take  care  not  to  leave  clothes  sprinkled  and  rolled  up  ready  for  ironing. 
I  mean,  don't  let  them  stand  long.    For  if  you  do,  mildew  will  be  after  them. 
Then  there's  your  shower  bath  curtain — another  favorite  haunt  of  mildew.  After 
using  the  shower,  be  sure  to  spread  the  curtain  out  as  far  as  possible  on  the 
rod  so  it  will  dry  quickly.     If  you  puch  it  back  and  let  it  stay  in  close  wet 
folds,  mildew  is  likely  to  spot  it  badly.     Some  people  think  it's  economy  to  own 
two  shower  curtains  to  allow  for  frequent  drying  and  laundering. 

Ijow  if  mildew  does  start  on  linens  or  garments,  what  to  do  then? 

Well,  in  the  early  stages  of  its  growth,  you  can  wash  it  out  in  cold 
water.    Very  simple.    Remember  what  I  said  about  catching  the  stain  v/hile 
young?    If  the  stain  won't  wash  out,  then  you  will  have  to  bleach  the  fabric. 
You  can  bleach  white  cotton  and  linen  with  a  chlorine  bleach  such  as  Javelle 
water.    If  the  spots  are  small,  an  easy  way  to  apply  the  bleach  is  to  stretch 
the  cloth  over  a  bowl  of  water  and  apply  the  bleach  directly  to  the  spots  with 
an  eye  dropped.     Then  quickly  rinse  the  material  out  in  the  water  in  the  bowl. 

Have  you  a  pencil  handy?    If  you  have,  here's  a  formula  to  jot  down. 
After  bleaching  with  Javelle  water  wash  out  the  material  with  a  solution  made 
of  one-fourth  ounce  of  sodium  thiosulphate,  one-eighth  ounce  of  36  per  cent 
acetic  acid,  and  2  quarts  of  water.    That  will  dissolve  the  bleach  which,  if 
it  stayed  on  the  fabric,  might  injure.    ~By  the  way,  sodium  thiosulphate  is 
called  hypo  for  short.    Once  more— one- fourth  ounce  of  hypo;  one-eighth  ounce 
of  3S  per  cent  acetic  acid  and  two  quarts  of  water.    After  you  rinsed  the  gar- 
ment in  that,  finish  by  rinsing  it  thoroughly  in  plain  water. 
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One  of  the  reasons  why  mildew  is  such  a  troublesome  stain  is  that,  as 
it  grows,  it  attacks  the  fiber  of  the  cloth  so  that  it's  impossible  to  remove 
it  successfully  in  its  later  stages  of  growth.    And  only  fresh,  young  mildew 
can  generally  be  removed  from  colored  clothes,  since  these  can't  be  bleached. 

Grass  stains  are  the  next  stains  on  our  list.    Fortunately  for  all  the 
small  rompers  and  play  suits  that  have  to  roll  around  on  the  grass  this  weather 
these  stains  aren't  difficult  to  take  out.     If  they're  fresh,  they'll  disap- 
pear just  by  washing  in  soap  and  warm  water.    Badly  stained  garments  or  those 
that  can't  be  washed,  can  be  sponged  with  denatured  alcohol. 

Have  I  mentioned  paint  stains?    There's  another  kind  likely  to  appear 
at  this  time  of  year.    Haven1 1  you  had  the  experience  of  getting  up  from  a 
chair  on  a  hot  day  and  finding  that  the  finish  on  the  chair  peeled  off  onto 
your  dress?    Then  you  have  a  stain  made  up  probably  of  dirt  and  paint,  varnish 
or  oil.    The  best  home  treatment  for  paint  that  peels  off  is  sponging  with  tur- 
pentine and  then  washing  with  heavy  soapsuds.    The  specialists  tell  me  that  it 
16'. Often  a  good  idea  to  soften  the  paint  with  an  ammonia  solution  first  and  then 
apply  the  turpentine.    If  it*s  varnish  that  comes  off,  better  do  the  sponging 
with  denatured  alcohol  and  then  wash  out  any  remaining  stains  with  a  good  thick 
suds,  or  bleach  out  the  stains,  if  the  material  is  white. 

Next  stain?    Oh,  yes,  ice  cream,    Betty  Jane  or  Junior  are  almost  sure 
to  spill  ice  cream  on  their  best  summer  clohtes  every  once  in  a  while.  The 
table  linen  is  also  likely  to  suffer  from  such  spotc.    These  have  to  be  removed 
on  the  installment  plan,  because  usually  they  contain  different  things  -  sugar, 
cream  and  perhaps  color  from  fruit  juices.    So  they  need  at  least  two  kinds  of 
treatment.    First,  take  out  the  cream  with  some  grease  solvent  like  carbon  tet- 
rachloride.   Then,  take  out  the  sugar  by  washing  with  warm  water.    Probably  the 
fruit  coloring  will  disappear  along  with  the  sugar.    Of  course,  any  fresh,  new 
fruit  stains  will  come  out  if  you  pour  boiling  water  directly  on  them.  The 
same  is  true  of  tea  or  coffee  stains. 

What  if  you  get  ice  cream  on  a  dress  that  can't  be  washed?    In  that 
case,  sponge  out  the  spot  carefully  with  carbon  tetrachloride  or  denatured  al- 
cohol. 

Perhaps  you've  noticed  how  often  we've  mentioned  carbon  tetrachloride 
when  speaking  of  grease  solvents.    That's  because  carbon  tetrachloride  is  a  safe 
grease  solvent.    There  are  plenty  of  other  solvents  to  be  sure — gasoline,  ether, 
benzine,  and  so  on.    But  these  are  all  inflammable  and  dangerous  to  use.  The 
safe  solvents  do  just  as  good  work  and  prevent  a.ccidents.    There  arc  many  of 
these  non-inflammable  patent  cleaning  fluids  on  the  market  today  that  arc  satis- 
factory if  you  follow  the  directions. 

Next  week  some  time  we'll  continue  on  summer  stains.    We  haven't  yet 
had  time  to  mention  automobile  grease  spots,  mud  spots  or  water  spots. 

Tomorrow,  we'll  have  some  things  to  say  about  the  children's  food 
habits.    And  a  menu,  of  course. 


